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STAFF SENATE MEETING MINUTES 
Thursday, June 14, 2007 
OLD MAIN 523 
 
Members Present:  Paul Bixby, Donald Blagg, Candy Erbe, Scott Fendley, Leanna Foshe, 
Kenley Haley, Angela Hand, Ronnie Lane, Bruce McNully, Javene Mounce, Michele 
Payne, Felisha Perrodin, Susan Stiers and Susan Yell. 
 
Members Absent:  Renee Clay, Forest Denger, Nancy Fondren, Gerald Golden, Jeremy 
McAtee, Dianne Melahn, Autumn Parker, Diane Reynolds, David Schmid, Teresa Scott, 
Barbara Taylor, Janet Walker and Liz Williams. 
 
New Members Present:  Lisa Frye, Cat Hopkins, David Lacy, Eric Vaught and Jim Wells. 
 
I. The meeting was called to order by Chair, Bruce McNully at 9:30am. 
II. A motion was made, seconded and approved to adopt the agenda as presented. 
III. A motion was made, seconded and approved to approve the meeting minutes 
with corrections. Correction includes Section V.  “The Staff Senate 
recognized Washington Elementary School Council along with the principle 
by giving them a certificate and candy.” to “The Staff Senate recognized 
Washington Elementary School Council along with the principal by giving 
them a certificate and candy.” 
IV. Recognized Election Support; Staff Senate recognized Jay Keith for helping 
Staff Senate with the online election process. 
V. Recognize Scholarship Recipients; Kenley Haley and Susan Yell recognized 
the employees who received a scholarship from the Staff Senate.  Employees 
recognized were: Susan Stiers, Jennifer Ross, Cat Donnelly, Vicky Watkins, 
Diane Reynolds, and Keneithia Reed. 
VI. Recognize New Senators; Staff Senate recognized the new Senators that were 
elected.  New Senators are: Henry Rowe, Donnie Blagg, Bill Curren, Cat 
Hopkins, Toni Bahn, Eric Vaught, Lisa Frye, Jim Wells and David Lacy. 
VII. Standing Committees;  
A. Legislative – Kenley Haley;  Highlights of the committee includes: 
~ Candidate Reception at the Health Center 
~ Concerns the committee worked on were: 
 Career recognition payments 
 Pay increase 
 Merit pay system 
 Higher Education Funding 
B. Internal Affairs – Paul Bixby;  Highlights of the committee includes: 
~ Issues with Health Assessment 
~Inclement weather policy 
~ Darfur resolution 
C. Scholarship – Kenley Haley; (See Section V) 
D. Awards – Candy Erbe; Highlights of the committee includes: 
~ Employees who graduated (Awards are given out twice a year) 
~ Outstanding Team Award (Cash award) 
~ Excellence in Community Services Award 
E. Communication – Felisha Perrodin; Highlights of the committee includes: 
~ Updating the website with meeting minutes and announcements 
F. Finance – Scott Fendley; Distributed the Staff Senate Finance Committee 
Report.  Committee highlights include: 
~Policies and procedures manual 
G. Election -  Dianne Melahn; Not present  
H. Safety – Ronnie Lane; Highlights of the committee includes: 
~ Crosswalk signs 
~ Inclement weather policy 
I. Parking and Transit – Forest Denger; Not present; Committee highlights 
include: 
~Collaborating with Parking and Transit on the new parking plan 
J. Employees of the Quarter – Susan Yell; Nominations for employee of the 
fourth quarter are due July 15, 2007. 
K. Special Events – Michelle Payne; Special Events committee will handle 
all events for the Staff Senate.  Highlights of the committee includes: 
~ Employee Picnic 
~Spring Expo 2007 
~Staff Senate Retreat 
VIII. Ad Hoc Committees 
A. By-Laws – Bruce McNully; By-laws committee updated the by-laws this 
year 
B. Fringe Benefits – Kenley Haley;  No report 
IX. Old Business 
A. Election of Officers 
1. Close Nominations; Nominations for Officers were  Paul Bixby 
for Chair, Angela Hand for Vice-Chair and Susan Yell for 
Secretary 
2. Officer Elections; A motion was made seconded and approved to 
elect the above names for officers effective July 1, 2007. 
X. New Business 
A. Merit Pay Increase Information – Beth Arbuthnot;  
 Cost of Living adjustment (COLA) will go on June 30, 2007.  Based 
on evaluation ratings, employees may be eligible to receive merit pay, 
which will be calculated on the July 1
st
 salary.  The initial pay increase 
will go into effect October 1
st
.   AGRI will not participate in the merit 
pay increase. 
 Educational Activity Leave – Beginning January of each year, all full-
time benefits eligible employees will receive 8 hours of leave for the 
purpose of participating in children’s educational activities.  Any 
unused leave at the end of the calendar year is not subject to carry-over 
and unused leave will be lost.  Additionally, unused education activity 
leave is not compensable at retirement or termination.  Children are 
defined as any person enrolled in pre-kindergarten through grade 12 
and who is related to the state employee as: natural child, adopted 
child, stepchild, foster child, grandchild, ward of the state employee, 
legal guardian or any other legal capacity where the employee is acting 
as a parent.  Educational activity is defined as: parent-teacher 
conferences, participation in school sponsored tutoring and volunteer 
programs, field trips, classroom programs, academic competitions and 
assisting with athletic, music or theater programs.  This does not 
include attendance at sports activities. This leave will go into effect 
July 1
st
 and will be available for use after that date.  For 2007 only, 
employees will receive the full 8 hours to use between July 1
st
 and 
December 31
st
.  After January 1
st
, 2008 it will revert to 8 hours per 
calendar year. 
B. Retreat Plans – Paul Bixby;  The Staff Senate retreat will held in the 
Engineering Research Center on July 12, 2007.   
 
XI. Other Business 
A.  Announcements – Gary Smith 
 Faculty, Staff and Student permits are available on line 
 Permit and violation fees are going up 
 Lot 72 and 73A are changing from remote parking to student 
parking 
B. Announcements – Barbara Taylor; Not Present 
 
XII. Recognize Leaving Senators 
Staff Senate recognized Senators who were leaving 
 Forest Denger 
 Scott Fendley 
 Nancy Fondren 
 David Schmid 
 Susan Stiers 
 Bruce McNully 
 
Meeting adjourned at 11:20 am 
 
Respectfully Submitted 
Angela Davis 
 
